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Red Cross forms quick rescue squads

The Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS)-Kathmandu has formed four emergency
first aid teams to bring down the number of casualties during disasters. These
teams will arrive at the spots, where human casualties are likely, to provide

first aid treatment within 15 minutes of the occurrence of disasters. “Security
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situation of the entire nation is deteriorating. The capital has also been a
target recently alongside the ups and downs on Constituent Assembly (CA)
polls,” said Sangha Ratna Shakya, secretary of the NRCS.

Recent blasts in the capital have questioned public security arrangements.
Given a burgeoning population in the capital, the number of victims is likely to
be very high if disasters occur here, Shakya said. He said that the emergency
teams are well- trained and they will provide medications needed to the
people during disasters or emergency situations.

The four teams are named as Alpha, Delta, Bravo and Charlie. Each team
comprises seven members and two commanders. This is the first time in the
country that teams have been formed to rescue disaster victims. Given the
unstable situation, the formation of such teams in other parts of the country is
in the offing.

(Posted on 6th October)

Rehabilitation of flood victims nears complete

Official attempts to rehabilitate the flood victims of Holiya in Banke district have
reached its final step. The local administration has started 'plotting’ lands in
Hajarat community forest for reinstating over 200 displaced locals of Holiya VDC.

(Posted on 6th October)

Rains damage infrastructures worth 90M

Department of Water Supply and Sewerage has stated that the recent monsoon
rain has caused extensive damage to the physical infrastructures of water supply
and sewerage. The Department informed that it had a preliminary estimation that
the damage caused by the monsoon rain amounted to eighty to ninety million
rupees.

The Department has urged the consumers to help in its task of maintenance
stating that it has been carrying out the job giving top priority. The Department
has also sought help from donor communities.

Director General of the Department, Hari Prasad Sharma said UNICEF had
assured to provide assistance about Rs. 25 million. The Department had aimed
at providing addition 350 thousand people with water supply services by
accomplishing 118 water supply projects in 75 districts.

The projects includes environmental sanitation, national information management
and monitoring, maintenance, deep tube-well and metering, manpower



Sindhupalchowk 1 development, enhancing drinking water quality, small town water supply and
Lalitpur 1 sanitation, drainage channel construction, quality enhancement in water supply
Dadeldhura 1 and improvement in sanitation in emerging towns.

Kavre 1

Mustang 1 Deputy Chief of Small Town Water Supply and Sanitation Project, Triyesh Prasad
Myagdi 1 Khatri; Chief of Community Water Supply and Sanitation Project, Kishor Shakya

(Asof 6th October, 2007)
Major Displacements

and Spokesperson of Ministry of Physical Planning and Works, Ishwori Poudel also
spoke in the programme.

Saptari 10000 family
Siraha 6000 family (Posted on 5th October)
Mahottari 3700 family
Bardiya 2500 family Normal life still affected in Nawalparasi
Dhanusha 2050 family
Parsa 2000 family Normal life of remote mountainous area of Nawalparasi district has still been
Rupendehi 2000 family affected due to the incessant rain that took place on last August. VDCs Rakuwa,
Sunsari 1000 famil Ruchad, Dedhgaun, Mithukaram, Naram, Bharatipur, Jauwari and Arkhali have

. y been hit hard by the downpour while Kotdurbar, Bulingtar and Dandajheri are
Banke 750 family also affected from the incessant rain.

Total displacement:48000 family
Total affected population:
Around 4 lakh 72 thousand (as of 6th
October, 2007)

Sources : NRCS, Media reports/MCN

The landslide triggered by the rain has damaged the fertile land and also caused
difficulty people’'s movement from one place to another, said Resham Thapa,
former Chairman of Ruchang VDC.

Disaster Related Reports
Situation Repot NRCS, 10th Sep
NRCS Bulletin 21st Aug, 2007
WHO SITREP (5-19th Aug,2007)
OCHA Situation Report,13th Aug
WHO SITREP (4-12 Aug,2007)
Sink or Swim (Oxfam Int)

DM Report (MCN) 2006

NRCS Bulletin 29th July, 2007
Baglung Landslides Report, 2007
Flood scenario of Saptari,2007

Report on relief, Mahottari, 2007
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The flood that occur in stream including Budadi, Nirandi,Fulmadi, Deurali has
caused damages in all paddy field in the right and left side of the stream. The
river swept away the paddy field and landslide took away rest of the land, It is
hard time to rear the kids now, complained flood and landslide victims of the
area.

Vehicular movement from Daldale to mountainous belt has been completely
halted while some of the households are going to be displaced due to the heavy
rain. There has been no distribution of relief to the victims in the area even after
several days of this natural disaster, complained the victims.

Victims urged government and non-government organizations to pay attention
for providing them the necessary relief.

(Posted on 5th October)
Landslides block road since June
Shortage of consumer items in Bajhang

The closure of the Khodape-Bajhang road has caused a shortage of consumer

| items, including food items, in Bajhang district at a time when Dashain is round
|| the corner. Vehicular movement on the road came to a halt after a landslide

occurred at Dharan on the Sunkunda-Tamel road along the Jayaprithvi Highway
in June.

Children affected by flooding
remote Western Nepal. (File
Photo: Save the Children)

People have been ferrying the essentials on their own, but the supply of goods is
far from smooth. It takes three days of walk to arrive in Chainpur, the Bajhang
district headquarters, from Dharan.. People of Bajhang lamented that the
Anarkholi road division has not shown concern for repairing the road. Sometime
ago, locals had gheraoed the road division office after their complaints went
unheard. The office had then promised to repair the road.

President of the Bajhang Chamber of Commerce and Industries Harka Pujara said
the road closure has led to a shortage of essentials like rice, oil, sugar, soaps in
several places, including in Chainpur. Meanwhile, president of the NGOs
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Our Words

The monsoon rage is not over yet.
Incidents of flood and landslides
are still taking lives, dislodging
people and rendering thousands
into terrible ordeal. Despite of
several appeals by national and
international humanitarian
organizations, relief supply
activities are being obstructed.
Intermittent protests and strikes
by dissident groups throughout
the country and political, ethnic
interest induced unrest in Terai,
are continuingly appeared to be
the main stumbling blocks for the
relief activities.

Thus, the disaster response of
Nepal sound serious as the victims
are deprived of basic
requirements and delay in rescue
operations. For instance, five
hundred displaced flood victims of
Kailali district are downcast with
governmental and non
governmental agencies as they
are being deprived of water
(Disaster Watch- 30th August
report). Emergency relief
materials are inadequate
comparing with multitude of
disaster victims in several
districts, as media reports. The UN
World Health Organization (WHO)
has also stressed on increasing
risk of diarrhoeal and vector borne
diseases after flood situation.

The discrepancy between flood
and landslides victims in terms of
response and recovery can be
easily noticed. Apparently,
landslides areas are geographical
far and remote. Moreover, the
institutional strength of related
organizations such as NRCS in
those districts are not well enough
to furnish adequate support. Thus,
the landslides victims are being
overlooked there. The scourge of
disaster is not less for them,
instead its tougher due to the
irrecoverable property demolition.
The magnitude of the affected
population from landslide may not
be as that of flood but victimized
are utterly ravaged.

Nepal is on the eve of festive
season. Teej, festival of Nepalese
women has already knocked the

Federation Bal Bahadur Rokaya said that the road division at Anarkholi has sent a
dozer for clearing landslide debris on the road. He added that the traffic will
resume only from mid-October. The people in the areas, including BP town, have
been affected as the road linking Sahajpur of Kailali with BP town of Doti has
remained closed.

(Posted on 5th October)

Survivors must not be forgotten

Warning that the humanitarian crisis in South Asia could worsen, the United
Nations and leading relief agencies are calling for increased resources and
attention to the plight of the millions in need of assistance after this summer's
devastating floods.

"Overall, the floods which have struck with devastating effect in India, Nepal,
Bangladesh and Pakistan have now killed more than 4,000 people, and disrupted
the lives of more than 66 million - a number larger than the population of
France," according to a joint statement issued in Geneva by the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and international organizations
CARE, World Vision, Save the Children, Oxfam and Mercy Corps.

A new wave of floods in the past few weeks has submerged vast areas that were
just beginning to recover from earlier flooding, stranding another 100,000 people
in Bangladesh and leaving millions homeless in India.

In addition to the loss of life, the severe weather that occurred during this year's
monsoon season has led to the death of livestock and the destruction of
agricultural lands and livelihoods. Stagnant flood water, food shortages and the
lack of drinking water are contributing to the outbreak of disease.

While the organizations have been carrying out relief efforts over the past several
months, they stressed the need for greater resources in order to provide the
assistance planned. "A more forceful international response is necessary to
prevent an even greater catastrophe that will have debilitating social
consequences for the affected population.™

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes emphasized that the international
aid community has been a "steadfast partner" in the efforts of the affected
Governments to assist their people.

"We need to reinforce those efforts, and to look to the protracted process of
recovery for those affected this year and above all to improve disaster risk
reduction and preparedness for those who will be affected in the years to come,”
he said.

(Posted on 4th October)

Communities still struggling with monsoon aftermath

Three months after one of the worst monsoon seasons in memory, millions of
people across South Asia continue to struggle with the aftermath of flooding and
landslides. The United Nation's children's fund UNICEF says humanitarian and aid
agencies are still assisting with health needs in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Pakistan. Recently, Gillian Mellsop, UNICEF's country representative in Nepal
talked with Sen Lam, presenter of Radio Australia about disaster related issues
of Nepal. Here are the excerpts :

MELLSOP: Because the geology is very fragile, these torrential monsoon rains



door, which will be followed by
Dashain and Tihar. On one hand,
disaster victims are starving for
two square meal but on other
hand rest are making merry on
festivals. Disaster victims will be
not in festive mood this year, but
at least they should be ensured on
having basic requirements:
appropriate food, safe drinking
water and shelter before they will
be transferred into resilience
mode.

Highlights

have caused landslides in the hilly parts of the country, and then severe flooding
in the southern plains which border onto India. So you get the mix of the
landslides, which unfortunately have killed many people and caused a lot of
damage to infrastructure and roads and then the flooding in the south, which has
destroyed many, many homes and schools and livelihoods, because of the sand
casting and the mud that's left behind in the fields and a lot of paddies will not be
able to be harvested. So we've got real poverty issues as a result of these drastic
floods in Nepal this year.

LAM: One of the challenges after the flooding is getting children to return to
school. What are some of the problems there?

~MELLSOP: Well, what happens, particularly in Nepal, is that many of the houses

and the schools are just built of mud and thatch and so they either get carried
away with the strong floodwaters or once the waters are stagnant and remaining,
basically the mud just collapses. We have a lot of early childhood development
centres and schools that need to be rebuilt and so for those children, they're
actually having to share classrooms with others, or have makeshift classrooms
outside under trees. So what UNICEF has been able to assist with is school kits,
so that a classroom can be set up again with blackboards and textbooks and
chalk, so the teacher can actually start teaching. And then along with Save the
Children Fund and Plan, we've been able to give children kits to go back to
school. Because a lot of the children where their houses have been destroyed,
they have lost their uniforms, they've lost their stationery, their pens, we need to
assist them in getting back to a routine and hopefully helping them get over the
trauma of having lost their homes and having to flee often in the middle of the
night as the floodwaters came through.

LAM: And, tell us more about the child protection teams. Who are they and what
do they do?

MELLSOP: We mainly have focused on getting children back to school, but in
terms of child protection, another issue that we're dealing with currently is that
we are regrettably seeing ongoing violence between ethnic communities in the
south of Nepal, where we have a lot of displaced families. We think about 5,000
people are displaced. And we are currently providing psycho-social support for
some of those children that have experienced really severe trauma, witnessing
violence within their communities and also having to flee. A lot of houses have
been burnt and destroyed. So what we do is we work very closely with an NGO
that is particularly well versed in providing psycho-social support for children and
they are currently doing an assessment with children in the displaced camps and
finding those children that have been particularly traumatised and working with
them with some emergency counselling.

LAM: And of course during periods of upheaval, children and women are
vulnerable. Do you find that local communities are also helping themselves?

MELLSOP: Yes, | think what we've found in Nepal during both this very bad
flooding season and also this recent spate of violence is that surrounding
communities have been very, very helpful, taking families in. There have been a
lot of families that were affected by the recent violence who have actually moved
in with neighbours, moved in with extended families. Some of them have gone
down to India, but they are now returning. And in terms of the flooding, again |
was out in the west and there was one community which had been very badly
affected, because they live right on the edge of the river, where they're very
poor. They had been affected by the floods last year and this year, but they had
been welcomed into a community back from the river and we had distributed
tarpaulins, cooking utensils, water purification and buckets, and hygiene kits to
them. And they were able to share the water supply and establish a displaced
encampment near a village. And they had been assisted by those villages. So |
think the communities have been very supportive of the flood-affected people.



(Posted on 3rd October)

ICIMOD workshop on rainfall forecasting underway

With the objective to improve the estimation of rainfall in this region for purposes
of improved forecasting of floods and monitoring of droughts using advanced
remote sensing tools, the technical experts of national hydrological and
meteorological services in Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Nepal, and Pakistan
have begun a five-day workshop on the 'Application of Satellite Rainfall
Estimation in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH) region’'.

The workshop that began in the capital on Monday will run for five days.
According to the organizer, International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), technical experts from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and US Geological Survey (USGS) are being
brought in as key resource persons for the workshop.

The workshop is a part of a project on Application of Satellite Rainfall Estimation
in the HKH region, which aims to develop a satellite rainfall estimate (SRE) model
specifically for the Himalayan region by refining a system developed by NOAA
Climate Prediction Centre, and to test a stream-flow model developed by USGS to
stem the effects of chronic flooding in the Greater Himalayan region.

The five-day workshop aims to review and discuss work on SRE, particularly the
validation of rainfall estimates, testing of the USGS stream-flow model in pilot
catchments, further strengthen the SRE capability of member countries and
transfer the NOAA/USGS technology to the partners.

This workshop will also review the work done so far, provide inputs for finalising
the SRE country reports, and plan for the Phase Il of the Project. The organizers
expressed hope that improved rainfall estimates will further enable reliable and
timely flood forecasts and warning and contribute to minimising loss of life and
property in the region.

(Posted on 3rd October)

Incessant rain claims four lives

Four persons have died in Banke, Bardia and Nawalparasi districts due to the
continuous rainfall. People are starting to suffer again from flooding and
landslides as incessant rainfall once more lashed several parts of the country.

Body of 40-year-old Kailash Chaudhari of Sanoshree-5 in Bardiya, who was swept
away by the flood was found Saturday. In Banke, flood in Rapti River swept away
Bararu Tharu, 62 of Phattepur at 7 pm on Friday. Tharu’s body was found at
Sindhiyaghat. A body Parsuram Karki, 56, of Manikapur VDC-8 was also found in
a stream at Ranjha of Manikapur on Friday, DSP at Banke District Police Office
Krishna Hari Sharma said. People of Holiya VDC who were displaced due to the
flood in Rapti River were taking shelter by setting up camps.

In Nawalparasi, Maya Mahato, 24, of Kolhuwa VDC-7 drowned in the flooded Ulti
River, Saturday. According to police, Mahato was returning from a nearby forest
after collecting fodder when she was swept away by the river. She died shortly
after some fishermen rescued her from the river.

(Posted on 30th September)

2500 households at risk in Dhading



Around 2,500 households in Mahadevsthan VDC here are under threat of being
swept away by the Khani river.The river flows through Wards 2 and 3 of the VDC.
A landslide on the river banks in Hattigoda has led to the formation of a lake in
the VDC. Incessant rainfall in the area has made matters worse.

Heavy rains triggered a landslide Friday at Tencherangdando, altering the course
of the river and creating a vast lake around the VDC, locals said. The police
administration has alerted locals of the danger and urged them to shift to safer
places. A local, Ravindra Chepang, said that if the lake bursts its banks, Wards 2,
4, 5 and 7 of Mahadevsthan VDC, Wards 1, 2 and 5 of Benighat VDC and Wards
2, 4 and 8 of Gajuri VDC would be affected.

(Posted on 30th September)

Rainfall affects several districts

Torrential rainfall over last three days has inundated and affected various parts of
the country. More than 500 houses of Rampurkhadaina and Bhujahawa VDCs of
Nawalparasi district are affected by inundation caused by incessant rain from
Friday night. Former Chairman of Rampurkhadaina VDC, Suvan Ali said the
inundation was caused by flood in Jharahi and Dhanewa rivers. He added that
families affected by the flood took shelters in neighboring villages. He said this is
the fourth time this year that these villages have been swamped.

Similarly, Rupalaiya, Pratapur, Guthi Suryapura and Somani VDCs have turned
into islands as flood waters from the Narayani encircled them. Locals in
Khadauna, Nawadihawa and Madhawaliya areas of Rampur Khadauna VDC are
already looking for temporary refuge. According to locals in Bhujwaha VDC,
villages were completely swamped with flood water from the Little Gandak canal
and the Indian-built Laxmanpur dam meandering in.

Meanwhile, farmers have informed that paddy crops of more than one dozen
VDCs, situated in southern part of the Nawalparasi district, were affected by the
inundation.

Life has been affected in Bharatpur municipality due to the rain and water level in
Narayani River has risen. Rain inundated some wards of Jagatpur VDC. People
living on the banks of Narayani river are edgy, fearing flood.

Meanwhile in Saptari, villages have once again become swamped, as the Khado
River started swelling over the last two days. Sakarpura, Rampura Malhaniya,
Koilado, Barsain and other VDCs in the district are frequently flooded by the river.

Floods started impacting the villages after torrential rain wrecked the Bhim Dam
in Bishhariya area in mid-July. Locals of Portaha, Bhardaha, Mainakaderi and
Dhiwan villages are also suffering as flood water meandered in through a
wrecked dam at Portaha VDC-8. Flood victims have expressed anger at
government apathy, accusing the latter of not taking measures to curb the floods
that have been troubling them for the last two months.

In Myagdi, landslides triggered by unceasing rainfall have disrupted transport and
also cut off local trails over the last two days. Dozens of landslides have occurred
along the Farse and Beni-Galeshwor road sections, as well as on the Chutreni,
Faparkhet, Dhadkharka and Beni-Jomsom trials. Vehicles remain stranded in
Nangliwang of Parbat district.

(Posted on 30th September)

Landslide buries six houses, 30 families displaced



Six houses of Phosreko Kholsa in Nagliwang VDC-9 of Parbat district in the border
with Baglung have been buried in the landslide on Friday afternoon because of
incessant rains for three days, in which 30 families have been displaced.

The landslide has affected the Beni-Maldhunga road. But there was no human
loss as the landslide occurred in the day time. The houses of Jit Bahadur GC,
Prabin Subedi and Dhruba KC have been buried. The families are now living in
Dhodeni of Baglung.Other 30 houses are in the risk of landslide.

As the landslide occurred in the day time we survived , said Jitbahadur GC. The
landslide has caused largest loss to Prabin Subedi. His four houses are buried and
ten ropanis of land has been destroyed. His mental condition has been disturbed
because of the loss of paddy when it was nearing harvest time. "l spent Rs.
200,000, but all went on waste, neither the paddy was protected"”, he said.

A large forest is on the verge of destruction and an irrigation canal for 800
ropanis of land has also been destroyed from the landslide. It also caused
damage to the suspension bridge linking Parbat and Dhodeni of Myagdi.

(Posted on 30th September)

Rain expected till first week of October

The Department of Hydrology and Meteorology has forecast rain to occur till the
end of the first week of October due to the influence of the low pressure area of
the monsoon winds.The low pressure area of the monsoon wind will have
influence especially from the Central region up to Far-western region.

According to the Department, heavy rainfall is occurring presently in Nepalgunj,
Pokhara, Bhairahawa, among other places. It said that although the weather has
appeared to have gradually improved, rain is still expected to occur for nearly a
week. The Department has forecast rain to occur in Kathmandu tonight and
tomorrow also.

(Posted on 30th September)

Farmers incur loss of 100 million in Siraha

The incessant rains and floods from the second week of July in the central Terai
which is the granary of the country, has destroyed paddy and vegetable crops
worth Rs. 100 million in Siraha district alone.

At a time when economic development is hampered because of frequent bandhs
and strikes, 75 percent farmers are directly hit when the rains and floods caused
losses to paddy and vegetable crops, said the victim farmers.

The District Agriculture Development Office Siraha said 6,336 bighas of paddy
was submerged in water and 541 bighas was buried by sands and paddy in 116
bighas was swept away. Crop Conservation Officer Ram Prakash Singh said
farmers incurred losses of Rs. 99,869,000 from their crops. Farmers had to
repeat the plantation in 3,075 bighas of land and 3,618 bighas remained barren
because of various reasons.

The replantation has raised hope and three metric tonnes of paddy per hectare is
expected, said Agriculture Publicity Officer Ramesh Prasad. Flood-hit farmers
demand compensation from the government and subsidies in fertilizers.

(Posted on 30th September)




Asia Watch

Forest loss 'leads to longer,
more severe floods'

SciDev.Net

Deforestation increases the
frequency and severity of flooding
in developing countries, according
to a recent study. While a link
between deforestation and
flooding has been suspected for
many years, the study, published
online in Global Change Biology
last week (25 September), is the
first to support the hypothesis with
global-scale evidence.

"There's been a lack of consensus
about whether forests can have a
positive effect [on flooding]," says
William Laurance, a researcher
from the Smith sonian Tropical
Research Institute in Panama.
"But | think this research will have
a big impact.”

The research team, led by Corey
Bradshaw of Australia's Charles
Darwin University, studied
associations between native forest
cover and flooding during the
1990s in 56 developing countries
across Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

Paddy crop destroyed, transportation halted

Paddy crops ready to harvest have been destroyed in the paddy fields because of
incessant rains for the past three days in Dadeldhura district and roads in various
places have been disrupted throwing the transportation to standstill.

Transportation is halted for the past thee days in the hilly districts of Dadeldhura,
Doti, Achham, Bajura, Baitadi, Darchula and Bajhang because of landslides in
various paces of the far west.This has stranded many passengers in various
places.

The people are also worried for possible foodgrains crisis in the district. "We used
to sustain only for three months with any crops grown, but now we are in
problem as our sweat goes on waste", said Belapur Musmuda farmer, Narendra
Bista. Farmers even with their toil face frequent foodgrains crisis because of
climatic adversities in the region.

(Posted on 30th September)

Landslide blocks entry road to Kamathanka

Transport service has been disrupted as the entry road of Kamathanka
(Sankhuwasabha district) bordering China has remained blocked by landslide.The
main road leading to Kamathanka 5 and 7 Chemtanga was totally damaged by
the landslide causing people to move to and fro.

According to Secretary of Chepuwa VDC, Kalashmani Gautam, local people are
facing problem as the main road has not been rebuilt although local
administration and local bodies have been approached many times.

(Posted on 28th September)

Caritas Nepal distributes relief aid amid adversity

Caritas workers have endured stress and physical danger to bring food aid to
thousands of flood-affected families. "We are completing one of our biggest
disaster relief operations amid the worst ethnic violence and rivalry in Nepal's
history," Father Silas Bogati, director of Caritas Nepal, told UCA News. "This
year's rains brought about the worst-ever flood situation."

Father Bogati led first-phase relief in the eastern districts of Dhanusa and
Mahottari, where more than 30 percent of farmlands were inundated since early
August. Monsoon rains washed out roads and bridges, the priest said, and the
problem was further complicated by ethnic rioting between Madhises, the dark-
skinned people of the flatlands, and Pahades, light-skinned hill people. He said
Pahades Caritas staff, especially women, endured extensive verbal abuse.

Floodwaters are now receding, so disease and hunger have become the pressing
concerns. Father Bogati said some displaced people stranded on either side of
still-raging Himalayan rivers are almost impossible to reach. The Himalayas run
the breadth of Nepal, which is shaped roughly like a rectangle with a thin strip of
flat land along the southern border. Nonetheless, the priest went on, "a dozen
staffers worked in the field for almost two months," and Caritas distributed relief
in 12 flatland districts.

Mukti Suvedi, a Hindu Caritas team leader who returned to Kathmandu from
eastern Nepal, told UCA News on Sept. 19 about the distribution challenge. Our
team finished distributing relief to 1,922 families in Saptari district and 866 in



Siraha district, but other NGOs have withdrawn because of the high level of
ethnic tension.” "When we arrived there," Suvedi recalled, "government and
police officials asked why we were distributing relief in such a dangerous place."
He explained that truckloads of rice and foodstuffs had to be brought in from
other districts because supplies could be not bought locally. "Trucks refused to
move during daytime, fearing attacks from armed groups," he continued, "'so
police had to escort them at night along the highway."

Models showed that removing a
tenth of existing forest cover
would increase the frequency of
floods by 4—-28 per cent and
lengthen their duration by up to
eight percent. Forests may reduce
the severity of floods in a number
of ways. Firstly, rainwater is taken

up by tree roots and released He said the Caritas workers "were sleepless at night" awaiting the trucks in
through their leaves. Roots also Duhabi town's only hotel. After they loaded the supplies on tractors, armed police
make the soil more porous, escorted them "across a river to where thousands gathered, after having walked
increasing the amount of water it  hours.”

can absorb.

"It was frightening," Suvedi admitted. "Unruly villagers demanded relief for all.
The process of deforestation itself ~Threats and abuse from angry youths stopped us short of distributing relief to all

reduces soil's absorbency, families on our list." He also noted that Caritas Nepal prepared a list of affected
Bradshaw told SciDev.Net. families after consulting local NGOs. Each family was allotted 30 kilograms of
Removing forests compacts the rice, five kilograms of lentils, two kilograms of cooking oil and two kilograms of
soil, so there are fewer gaps salt.

underground and less capacity for
absorbing water, affecting the run  Other Caritas staff workers also talked with UCA News after returning to

off, he explained. Kathmandu. They spoke of families surviving on small packets of junk food and
contaminated drinking water as flies and mosquitoes swarmed their leaking
Over the ten-year study period plastic sheds set up near muddy river embankments. One staffer recalled a

100,000 people in the developing displaced woman about to give birth in a classroom where villagers took refuge

world were killed, and another 320 after their mud huts were washed away.

million displaced by floods, with

economic damage exceeding US$1 Ram Singh, a social activist in Janakpur, eastern Nepal, who mobilized volunteers

trillion. and coordinated Caritas efforts, told UCA News, "Caritas gave the right kind of
flood relief at the right time by taking the trouble to reach the victims directly.”

Bradshaw hopes that by

demonstrating the benefits of The government has pledged 15,000 rupees (US$235) for all who lost homes and
ecosystem conservation, his 5,000 rupees for partially destroyed homes, but Caritas workers say people fear
team’s research will encourage they will never see that money, due to graft and cronyism. Father Bogati said
developing countries to protect about US$600,000 in flood relief has been made available via the international
their forests. Caritas network and the Vatican, but "more than 50,000 people were displaced,

so no amount of relief will really be sufficient."
"It's a very economic way of
looking at the value of forests, and Catholic institutions in Nepal also contributed to flood relief. Jesuit-run St.
I think governments will hopefully Xavier's High School in Kathmandu collected more than 100,000 rupees. (UCA
take notice of this," says News)
Bradshaw. Whilst discouraging
people from living in floodplains (Posted on 28th September)
would perhaps be the best way of
preventing damage, this is not

always a viable option, says Previous Issues

Laurance. "The reality is that in Issue 1 (July 26, 2007) Issue 11 (Aug 5, 2007) Issue 21 (Aug 15,
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Nations such as Bangladesh, Issue 7 (Aug 1, 2007) Issue 17 (Aug 11, 2007) Issue 24 (Aug 18,
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severe flooding, have already Issue 10 (Aug 4, 2007) Issue 20 (Aug 14, 2007) 2007

invested in forest protection or

reforestation projects. Issue 26 (Aug 20,
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