
 

Media Consultancy Nepal

Disaster Watch - Nepal
  A  newsletter on disaster updates

 

Editorial Team
Chief Editor: Deepak Acharya
Assistants: Bhaskar Aryal
 Santosh Joshi
Media Consultancy Nepal
Email: media_con@wlink.com.np
P.O. Box. 75
Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal

Loss of lives this monsoon 
Baglung 29
Banke 28
Gulmi 19
Rautahat 12
Bajura 11
Bardia 10
Sindhuli 10
Darchula 9
Ramechhap 9
Sindhuli 10
Baitadi 8
Dang 8
Pyuthan 7
Salyan 7
Mahottari 7
Siraha 7
Kailali 6
Kaski 6
Makwanpur 6
Achham 6
Udayapur 5
Jajarkot 5
Kalikot 5
Arghakhachi 5
Saptari 5
Jumla 4
Surkhet 4
Jhapa 4
Chitwan 4
Morang 4
Sunsari 4
Nawalparasi 3
Rukum 3
Dhanusha 3
Khotang 2
Bhojpur 2
Panchthar 2
Sarlahi 2
Parsa 2
Palpa 2
Bara 2
Dhading 2
Rupendehi 2
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"We know what we need"

SA women spoke out on climate change adaptation 

International efforts to help poor women – the world’s most vulnerable - to adapt 
to climate change will fail unless urgent action is taken, says a joint study report 
commissioned by international anti-poverty agency ActionAid and the Institute for 
Development Studies (IDS) in Nepal, India and Bangladesh.  

The report, which comes a week before the United Nations Conference on Climate 
Change in Bali, urges governments to give women, who are on the frontline of 
climate change, an equal say in adaptation financing to ensure funds effectively 
support poor women. 

“The impact of the climate change in Nepal, which affected nearly 406,587 
people, comes on top of the massive monsoon floods earlier this year. It’s a wake-
up call that urgent action is needed to save and protect people’s lives”, says 
Shyam Sundar Jnavaly, Senior Theme Leader, Emergency and Disaster 
Management of ActionAid Nepal. 

“Women are hit hardest by climate change because they have fewer means to 
adapt and prepare for extreme weather conditions worsened by climate change.” 
The report shows how poor women are struggling to cope with the impact of 
global warming and presents first-hand testimonies on what they think 
adaptation funds should be spent on.  

“We are far behind in terms of new skills. I think we also need information, 
training and other alternatives. We want to know how women in other villages 
are managing their livelihoods” Muna Mukeri from Matehiya village in Banke 
district told ActionAid researchers.  

“Our research shows that although poor women are one of the groups most 
affected by climate change, they also have clear priorities for adaptation – for 
example having a safe place to store harvest and livestock during the monsoon 
season,’’ says Tom Mitchell, researcher at the IDS.  

“For adaptation funding to be effective, efficient and equitable, it is crucial that 
the poor women’s needs are reflected in both policies and interventions for 
adaptation to climate change.  To do so, the world first has to listen to them.” 

One of the primary reasons that women are more vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change is that they are disproportionately dependent on threatened 
natural resources.  Women are responsible for approximately 75 percent of 
household food production in sub-Saharan Africa, 65 percent in Asia, and 45 
percent in Latin America.  

The IPCC report “Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability” predicts that yields from 
rain-fed agriculture in sub-Saharan Africa could be reduced by as much as 50 
percent by 2020. When poor women lose their livelihoods, they slip deeper into 
poverty and the inequality and marginalisation they suffer from because of their 
gender increases. 



Bajhang 1
Tanahun 1
Sindhupalchowk 1
Lalitpur 1
Dadeldhura 1
Kavre 1
Mustang 1
Myagdi 1
(As of 30th October, 2007)
 Major  Displacements
Saptari 10000 family
Siraha 6000 family
Mahottari 3700 family
Bardiya 2500 family
Dhanusha 2050 family
Parsa 2000 family

Rupendehi 2000 family

Sunsari 1000 family
Banke 750 family
Total displacement:48000 family
Total affected population:
Around 4 lakh 72 thousand (as of 30th 
October, 2007)
Sources : NRCS, Media reports/MCN
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Snapshots

Children affected by flooding in 
remote Western Nepal. (File 
Photo: Save the Children)

As crop yields decline and resources become scarcer, women's workloads will 
expand, jeopardizing their chances to work outside the home or attend school.  
In times of drought, they will also have to spend more time performing another 
typical female responsibility — carrying, purifying, and supplying the family’s 
water. Moreover, as water- and heat-related diseases increase because of climate 
change, women will bear the extra burdens of increased care giving and 
increased threats to their own health.

(Posted on 29th November) 

Sunsari prepared to check flood damages   

The Sunsari District Development Committee has prepared a special flood control 
plan for a permanent solution to the damages caused every year by floods in 
different rivers in the district.  

Local Development Officer Guru Prasad Subedi said the DDC has come up with 
the special plan this year so as to find a permanent solution to the problem of 
land encroachment by Seutikhola, Tengrakhola, Sunsari Khola, Baghkhola, Patnali 
river and Saptakoshi river during the monsoon season. 

Subedi said the new plan integrates all government and non-government 
organizations working in the field. The plan was prepared after collecting the data 
on flood damages and a field assessment, Subedi said. 

The plan will cost at least Rs 250 million and the DDC will request the Natural 
Disasters Control Division Office, NGOs and the Prime Minister's Natural Disasters 
Rescue Fund for financial assistance for the projects to be implemented under the 
plan. Small projects with financial assistance ranging from Rs 50,000 to 100,000 
are not effective in flood control, Subedi said, adding the DDC has thus geared up 
to adopt a new strategy in flood control.  

Though the flood control in the Saptakoshi river demands separate plan of action, 
flood control in other small rivers need to be sorted out once for all. He said the 
work on flood control in these small rivers will begin this winter.  

He said the integrated plan is being implemented after consultations with political 
parties, NGOs and all other stakeholder concerned so as to relieve the residents 
of areas including Inaruwa municipality and Babiya, Narsingh, Madhuwan, 
Prakashpur, Mahendranagar, Barahkshetra, Bharaul, Madhyaharshahi and 
Jhokraha VDCs from the nuisance of floods during the monsoon season.  

In Madhyapur Thimi, Khopa Engineering College, Bhaktapur has started campaign 
across the country with a view to mitigating risks resulting out of quake. Nepal is 
among the quake-prone countries.  

The campaign that kicked off with the objective of reducing chances of loss of 
lives and properties during the quake would reach to various districts and impart 
information to public and persons involved in various professions, said Principle 
Dr. Rajan Suwal.  

The campaign would begin from Chitwan district, he informed, adding, the 
training on mitigation of quake risks was provided to headmaster, teachers, 
employees and students of 67 secondary schools. The campaign would be started 
in other districts of the country by this month, he informed.

(Posted on 29th November) 

Pak assistance to flood victims handed over 
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Our Words

Disaster Watch Newsletter is now 
going to change its pattern. Along 
with the end of monsoon, daily 
updates will not be available but 
new updates will be posted 
regularly. Disaster Watch 
Newsletter would be made more 
interactive henceforth. 

We will start regular columns and 
invite guest, viewers to have their 
say on different disaster issues. 
Suggestions and feedbacks would 
be heartedly appreciated .

Highlights

Flood hit five thousand family of 
Mahottari district will soon get 
food aid worth NRs 20 million 
from World Food Program. Food 
aid will be provided for severely 
ravaged 5758 family which will 
carry them for one month.(23rd 
Sep)
Transport service in Jhaukhel 
VDC-3 of the Changunarayan 
road section in Sallaghari of 
Bhaktapur has been closed since 
15 days after landslide swept 
away the road. Following the halt 
in transport service locals of 
Changunarayan, Pikhel, 
Jhaukhel, Duwakot are forced to 
walk.(22nd Sep)
Advertising Association of Nepal 
(AAN) and Nepal Telecom (NTC) 
has extended the time for SMS 
donation for flood victims to 
October 17.  NTC customers have 
to SMS 1410 to donate Rs 10 and 
1450 to donate Rs 50. In the 
past one month 37,145 SMS 
were sent for Rs 10 and 10,262 
SMS for Rs 50. (18th Sep)
In a bid to support disaster 
victims of Nepal, students of 
Budanilkantha School have 
organized an art exhibition at 
Nafa Gallery Kathmandu. Two 
hundred pictures are being 
exhibited with the price range 
NRs 200 to NRS 5000.(16th Sep)
A policeman at the Kirne Post, 
Surke Majhi, has gone missing in 
the Tamakoshi river of 
Sindhupalchowk district. Majhi 
had gone to the river to take 
bath at 1:30 pm on Tuesday, but 
never returned, DSP Surendra 
Mainali said.(12th Sep)

In a ceremony held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Friday, Ambassador of 
Pakistan, Sohail Amin presented a consignment of medicines from the 
government and the people of Pakistan to the Foreign Secretary Gyan Chandra 
Acharya for the victims of recent floods in Nepal. 

The medicines which have wide ranging application can be utilised in emergency 
situations, particularly in case of epidemics as is usually witnessed after the 
floods, said a press statement issued by the Embassy of Pakistan. 

On the occasion, ambassador Amin said that the gesture of goodwill from the 
government and people of Pakistan was reflective of excellent bilateral friendly 
relations between the two countries. Foreign Secretary Acharya thanked the 
Ambassador of Pakistan for the donation and expressed similar sentiments.   

(Posted on 25th November) 

Hail damage put at Rs 4.6m in Kaski  

Hailstones on first week of November damaged crops and fruits worth Rs 46 
lakhs in Kaski district according to the District Agriculture Office. 

Crop protection officer at the office Dhan Bahadur Rana today said that the hail 
damaged paddy worth Rs 20 lakhs, vegetables and fruits worth Rs 17 lakhs and 
millet worth Rs nine lakh planted in 1,316 hectares of land in the district. The 
damage was high in Hemja, Lamachaur, Sarangkot, Sildajure and areas within 
the Pokhara city Before the hail, it was projected that paddy production in the 
district could rise by 10 per cent.  

But now, it will not exceed last year’s figure, the office said. A report from 
Lamjung said hail caused damage to crops planted in all wards of Mohoriyakot 
VDC on Tuesday. 

(Posted on 29th November)

GIS to minimise disaster impact    

Vice Chairman of National Planning Commission, Dr. Jagadish Chandra Pokharel 
has said Geographical Information System has significant role in effective 
planning, minimising impact of natural disasters and protecting environment, and 
should be strengthened.  

Vice Chairman Pokharel, speaking in the programme organised  in Kathmandu 
Wednesday by Nepal Geographical Information System Society on World 
Geographical Information System Day, said different programmes should be 
organised by forging coordination between the System and Central Bureau of 
Statistics (CBS).  

Stressing that the government should pay heed to making the system sustainable 
and advanced, he said people cannot be made alert in the absence of full 
information about geographical status.  

Director General of Department of Survey, Toyanath Baral informed that Nepal 
retains conventional geographical information system and it should be replaced 
by modern technologies.  

Dean of Pulchok Engineering Campus Babu Ram Bhattarai said the Campus is 
ready to provide technical assistance to improve the current geographical 
information system. Vice Chairman of High Level Commission for Information 



Tribhuwan Highway, one of the 
major roads linking capital with 
other parts of the country had 
damaged at the Naubise-
Simbhanjyang stretch due to the 
landslide since Thursday. (7th 
Sep)

The Office of the Prime Minister 
and Council of Ministers has 
received Rs. 500,000 from 
Employees' Provident Fund, for 
the victims of disaster. (6th Sep)
Landslides occurred at Laghuwa 
of Tansen-Tamghas road section 
has disrupted vehicular 
movement since Tuesday.  
Passengers bound for Gulmi are 
left stranded.(5th Sep)
74-year-old Bhim Bahadur 
Pakhrin of Padampokhari VDC 
drowned in the flooded Rapti 
river, Monday. The elderly man 
was swept away by the  current 
while trying to cross the river. 
(4th Sep)
In Banke district  2,500 flood-hit 
locals of Holiya VDC have started 
coming down with many diseases 
as they have not been provided 
any relief material as yet. Locals 
complained that the foodstuff 
provided by the Red Cross 
Society was also inadequate. (4th 
Sep)
As a post flood consequence, 
fever patients are crammed in 
district hospital of Syangja. At 
least 60 patients of fever used to 
come for the checkup daily. (3rd 
Sep)
A landslide triggered by three 
days of heavy rainfall has 
blocked the Kusma-Baglung 
section of Pokhara. (1st Sep)
The cases of encephalitis and 
meningitis viral fever are rapid in 
Nepalgunj aftermath of flood and 
inundation. Till now four persons 
were died of encephalitis and 
more than 30 were affected.
(30th Aug)
As a consequence of flood 
triggered circumstances, at least 
60 persons are affected from 
viral influenza in Narayan Khola 
VDC-3 of Sarlahi district.(30th 
Aug)

Technology, Dr. Saroj Devkota also spoke at the programme. 

(Posted on 15th November) 

Red Cross staff embezzles relief funds in Saptari  

Chairman of Nepal Red Cross Society, Saptari Chapter, Jogendra Bhagat has 
embezzled the relief materials provided to the flood victims of Saptari district, a 
representative of an international donor agency revealed. 

Raj Kumar Yadav, representative of the UN-WFP revealed the secret at a review 
programme on emergency relief distribution organized yesterday by the Koshi 
Victims Society, Saptari with the help of Oxfam G B Nepal. President Bhagat had 
arbitrarily distributed the relief provided by the WFP against the WFP policy, 
Yadav claimed. 

The WFP had provided 70.5 kg of rice, 10 kg of pulse, 4.5 litre of cooking oil and 
1.3 kg of salt per family to some 4,000 families of 25 VDCs in the district. 
However, President Bhagat had distributed 30 kg of rice, 4 kg of pulse, 2 litre of 
cooking oil and 1 kg of salt. Bhagat was indifferent to my objection, Yadav added. 

The speakers at the programme said the seven political parties had created 
problems in course of relief distribution. Some victims said they were deprived of 
the relief because of the political clout, they added.

Moreover, various other people including Chit Narayan Yadav, Mahesh Yadav of 
Nepal Sadbhavana Party and Shiva Hari Bhattarai speaking at the progamme 
presided over by the Chairman of Appellate Court Bar, Rajbiraj, Dinesh Yadav had 
revealed that President Bhagat had embezzled in the relief distribution.  National 
as well as international communities provided relief goods worth nearly 30 million 
rupees through NRCS Saptari alone. 

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) provided 12.5 million rupees to 
support 3,957 flood-hit families, Save the Children contributed one million rupees 
for 700 families, Save the Children offered five million rupees for 2,000 victim 
families, Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN) provided 400,000 rupees and the 
United Nations Children Fund (Unicef) distributed tents to 2,500 families.  
Likewise, NRCS center, Unicef and RRF additionally provided relief goods worth 
300,000 rupees, 500,000 and 200,000 rupees respectively.  

Similarly, another INGO Oxfam and Koshi Victims Society jointly provided 10 
million rupees. Saraswoti Community Development Forum supported nearly 
1,000 victim families. Business communities and local NGOs are other donors.

(Posted on 15th November) 

Road damage lead towards food crunch  

Shortage of food items has hit the mountainous districts of Bajhang and 
Darchula on the eve of Tihar. Mainly, it is the remote villages of the districts — 
Gongal, Chaigaun, Sainkhola and Kada — that are facing food scarcity for last 
one week. One has to walk for 2-3 days from Bajhang district headquarte, 
Chainpur to reach the VDCs. 

In Darchula, main road was damaged in the rainy season, and is one of the 
main reasons for food shortage. The district is virtually cut off from the 
headquarters. Road is in poor condition for last three months. Bid to make it 
operational is being made with the help of a dozer. According to a report, 
locals of remote villages of Darchula go to Dharchula in India to purchase daily 



Seven thousand residents of 
Kusma, district headquarter of 
Parwat, are suffering from water 
scarcity as the pipe line of main 
supply center was swept away by 
the landslide. (25th Aug)
The Thai government has 
extended an assistance of Rs 3.9 
million for flood victims on 
Friday. (25th Aug)
The Women Foundation (WF) on 
Thursday provided shelter boxes 
worth Rs 10 million to 129 flood 
victim families of Balaha Sabhara 
VDC at Dahanusha. (24th Aug)
Marwadi Service Trust, Birgunj 
handed over relief materials 
worth NRs. Five lakh Rupees to 
NRCS Parsa chapter. (23rd Aug)
NRCS Makwanpur distributed 
relief materials to 16 flood 
displaced family of Dhiynal VDC.
(23rd Aug)
All Banks and financial 
institutions of Chitwan together 
ventured to solace disaster 
victims and collected NRs Sixty 
Thousand Five Hundred. Money 
was handedover to NRCS 
Chitwan. (23rd Aug)
Five thousand houses were 
damaged in Bardia due to the 
flood of Babai and Karnali river. 
Out of them 144 houses were 
fully damaged. (22nd Aug)
Janapriya Campus of Pokhara 
announced free education in all 
faculties to the flood and 
landslides victims of Guaulichaur 
and Jaljala of Baglung district. 
(21st Aug)
Eighty percent of the farms in 
Dhanusha and Mahottari 
districts havebeen washed off 
by flood. (20th Aug)
Hotel Association of Nepal 
(HAN) has provided Rs.225,525 
to flood victims through 
Kantipur Flood victim Relief 
Fund. (18th Aug)
Road links between rural areas 
and district headquarters Gaur, 
Birgunj have been respectively 
severed in Rautahat and Parsa 
district. (18th Aug)
700 people are displaced from 
Rajapur Tapu in Bardia, fearing 
of flood. (17th Aug)

food items. 

Food supply in Bajhang district has also been hit due to road damage in Saddy, 
said DSP Til Bahadur Chand of Regional Police Office, Dipayal. Absence of 
government officials in the offices like Far Western Regional Office of Dipayal 
and Food Store room of Chainpur is also causing of food shortage. The locals 
blame that the officials have not yet returned from the Dashain vacation. 

Food shortage during Dashain and Tihar, the greatest festival of Nepal,  is an 
age-old problem in these districts. ‘The government has been turning deaf ear 
to the woes of the villagers,” said Bhanubhakta Joshi, secretary of CPN-UML 
Bajhang district committee.

(Posted on 9th November) 

Disaster risk reduction plan in offing

Home Minister Krishna Prasad Sitaula said that Nepal was on the final stage of 
formulating national strategic plan on disaster risk reduction to implement Hyogo 
Framework for Action at the national level. "Nepal has initiated legal reforms to 
incorporate adequate provision for effective disaster risk reduction," he said. 

Addressing at high level 'Second Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction' Conference in New Delhi, Minister Sitaula said by being inspired from 
the global platform, Nepal had established a participatory, professionally 
competent, high-performing National Program on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
in pursuit of mainstreaming DRR on national development framework. 

Sitaula has pointed the necessity of collective help for disaster reduction. '"The 
newly established SAARC Disaster Management Center also needs collective 
support for strengthening its capacity to be transformed into the center of 
excellence in disaster reduction in the region," he said. 

He also said the conference had provided an opportunity to regenerate better 
understanding, sharing thoughts and exchanging views on wide range of 
concerns of DRR. 

The conference is being organised with the objective of reviewing the Hyogo 
Framework for Action progress, assessing board-based cooperation and 
collaboration, sharing and exchanging experiences and strategizing for 
developing a vision and roadmap for the region of Asia pursuit of effective DDR. 
The conference with the theme 'Development without Disaster' ends Thursday.  

(Posted on 9th November) 

Bihar seeks high dams on rivers from Nepal

PATNA: Bihar government has sought the Centre's permission for issuing bonds 
worth Rs 2,000 crore for reconstruction of infrastructure damaged due to the 
'unprecedented' floods this year. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar today said he met 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in Delhi on Sunday and sought permission for 
issuing the bonds. Several organisations were ready to subscribe to them.  

Kumar, who was speaking after distributing cheques totalling Rs 20 lakh among 
936 farmers as input subsidy at Rajopur in Begusarai district, said he had also 
sought a special economic package of Rs 18,000 crore for infrastructure building. 
He told the gathering that proposals of Rs 11,000 crore for inter-linking and 
deepening of river beds, reconstruction of roads, bridges and culverts had already 
been submitted to the Centre and he had requested the Singh to constitute a 



Flood of Susta river, 
Nawalparasi forced to displace 
one hundred family. (17th Aug)
Flood victims in Bardiya 
demonstrated infront of the Red 
Cross Society Thursday alleging 
that it was biased in distributing 
relief materials. (16th Aug)
Thirty thousand villagers of six 
villages in Rautahat are at risk 
due to the swollen water of 
Bagmati, LalBakiya and Jhanj 
river. (17th Aug)
Flood victims in Bardiya 
demonstrated infront of the Red 
Cross Society Thursday alleging 
that it was biased in distributing 
relief materials. (16th Aug)
Landslides induced by the 
continuous rainfall for two days 
obstructed Baitadi–Darchula 
stretch of Dashrath Chandra 
highway (15th Aug)
An engine steamer of Geruwa 
river of Bardia fell into the 
flooded water Monday. A 
conducter of steamer, Rajesh, 
went missing whereas 10 
passengers were rescued. (15th 
Aug)
For the demand of relief 
materials, flood victims of 
Mahottari are regularly 
demonstrating  in district head 
quarter Jaleshwor.
32 districts of Nepal, out of 75, 
are affected by flood and 
inundation, according to the 
Home Ministry.
The lawmakers of Banke and 
Bardia, worst flood hit districts, 
asked the government to think 
about the impact of dams and 
barrages constructed by India 
along the border.
Staffers and the management of 
Spice Nepal Private Ltd, provider 
of Mero Mobile, have dispatched 
relief materials worth NRs. 
426000 for flood victims.
Rainfall and flood destroyed 
seventy five percent of vegetable 
crops in Rupandehi.
in Mahottari, Madhesi Maitri 
Kendra, a civil society in the 
district working for the welfare of 
flood victims, postponed 
providing free-of-cost meals to 
victims, citing fatigues of their 
volunteers and lack of funds.

special group at the PMO for speedy clearance.  

To find a lasting solution to recurrent floods the prime minister had been 
requested to intervene and get high dams constructed on rivers originating from 
Nepal. Kumar said 2.1 crore people were affected and Rs 170 crore spent on 
relief distribution during 2004 floods, while this time a population of 2.5 crore 
was hit by the deluge and the government had so far spent over Rs 1,300 crore 
on relief.  

The quantity of foodgrain made available to each flood-hit family was hiked to 
100 kg from 25 kg. Besides they were also given Rs 250 in cash. The government 
gave a compensation of Rs 1.5 lakh to the families of each of those killed in the 
floods, he added. (PTI)

(Posted on 5th November) 

Earthquake shakes central Nepal 

A mild earthquake measuring 5 points on the Richter scale shook Kathmandu at 
3:40 pm Monday, spreading fear of aftershocks among residents. Shramthali VDC 
of Nuwakot district that lies 30km north to the capital was the epicenter of the 
earthquake, according to National Seismological Centre at the Department of 
Mines and Geology.  

Many people rushed out of their homes and offices as the tremors were felt for 
some four seconds. A couple of mild, immeasurable earthquakes were also 
experienced after the 5.0 Richter scale earthquakes. However, there are no 
chances of its going again. "No damage has been reported due to the 
earthquake, said Mr.Somnath Sapkota, chief of National Seismological Center."   
Nepal lies in the lap of the Himalayas, which is a high seismic risk zone. Due to 
Indian tectonic plates sliding 2m north annually, Nepal is considered an 
earthquake prone region. 

The recent earthquakes recorded in Nepal include a 4.0 Richter scale earthquake 
(epicenter-Dolakha) on October 12, 4.2 Richter scale earthquakes (epicenter - 
Sarsing, Rasuwa) on September 7, 4.1 Richter scale earthquakes (epicenter-
Jugu, Dolakha) on the same day.  

(Posted on 30th October)  

Landslide ravaged road hassle passengers 

Thousands of bus passengers and pedestrians have been bearing insurmountable 
hassles each day after landslide swept away a 100-meter stretch of the Sunkoshi-
Katari section of Siddhicharan Highway in Udayapur district some three months 
ago. The disruption on the only highway joining the remote districts of mid-
eastern Nepal has also posed difficulty in the supply of daily necessities including 
food, clothes, kerosene and salts to Okhaldhunga, Solukhumbu, Khotang and 
other adjoining districts. 

Locals, bus passengers and transport entrepreneurs blamed the apathy of 
Department of Road (DoR) for their troubles. They have alleged DoR has not 
heeded their problems even after repeated delegations for the same.

On July 25 this year, landslide had eroded 40-meter stretch of the road in Thanti 
area that lies between Lekkhani and Hardini VDC of Udayapur district.  

Locals alleged that failure on the part of DoR to respond promptly resulted in 
damage to an additional 60-meter road stretch. 



Armed Police Force (APF), Nepal 
handover NRs 2.5 million for 
disaster victims on 2nd August.
55 VDCs of Mahottari is affected 
from flood. Properties  and 
infrastructures worth NRs 70 
million hasbeen lost.
Dharampur VDC of Jhapa 
suffered a loss of NRS 30 million.
Home minister advised the local 
administration to form an all 
sided team to carryout relief 
and rescue operations.
Danda dam and embankment 
unilaterally made by the Indian 
government inundated 6 VDCs of 
Rupandehi district.
Rainfall is significantly higher 
this year than 2006, according 
to Meteorological Forecasting 
Division.
Lawmakers blamed Indian dams 
for floods in the continguous 
areas of Nepal.

Asia Watch
Flood protection schemes 
launched in Bihar  

The Bihar government has 
launched four major flood 
protection schemes worth 
Rs.16.23 billion to minimise loss of 
lives and property due to floods 
every year.Official sources said the 
central government has approved 
the schemes. 

The schemes cleared are Bagmati 
flood management, Mahananda 
river basin flood manage-ment, 
Chandan embank ment and Kamla 
river embankment schemes. 

Bihar Water Resources Minister 
Ramashray Prasad Singh told 
IANS that submerged areas would 
be rid of floods after the 
completion of the four schemes. 

In the Mahananda river basin 
scheme, about 196 km of new 
embankments would be built at a 
cost of Rs.6.03 billion. Old 
embankments would be raised and 
strengthened. Besides, metalled 
roads would be built on these 
embankments, Singh said. The 
scheme is expected to make 
593,000 hectares in the state free 

A large number of women and children traveling through the highway are forced 
to put their lives at risk as the authority has failed even to construct a foot trail. 
Eyewitnesses said a youth had fallen to his death some one month ago while 
crossing the steep hill there. Thanti stretches to 31 km of the 47 km long Katari-
Sunkoshi section of Siddhicharan Highway. There are altogether 52 buses to ferry 
passengers to Thanti area while only three buses are stranded on the other side 
of the damaged road. This has made thousands of bus passengers walk for 16 
km.  

Besides ferrying passengers, daily necessities including food, salt, kerosene, 
sugar and clothes were being transported to Okhaldhunga, Khotang and 
Solukhumbu districts through the highway since five years ago. Currently, 
altogether 130 trucks are operating in Katari-Thanti section of the highway. 

Transport entrepreneurs vented anger against DOR alleging that the authority 
had made no substantive effort to repair the road.  "They [DoR officials] do not 
heed our problems no matter how many times we make requests to them. They 
are turning a deaf ear to the problems of the people," charged Tej Bahadur 
Sunar, a bus driver associated with the local Haleshi Transport Entrepreneurs' 
Association. 

According to Sunar, altogether 185 buses and trucks have collected Rs 10,000 
each to open a temporary path to help passengers and light vehicles cross to the 
other side of the damaged road.  

Meanwhile, DoR said efforts are underway to construct a 15-meter high wall to 
facilitate the movement of vehicles. "In the beginning, we had planned to set up 
a 40-meter long bailey bridge. The plan was aborted halfway as landslide swept 
away 60-meter more of the road stretch," said Tulasi Prasad Sitaula, director 
general of DoR.   

Sitaula claimed that vehicular movement in that road section would soon become 
normal once the wall construction is completed. "This, however, would be a 
temporary measure as the road section was badly damaged. We are currently in 
the process of arranging necessary budget to construct a separate road in that 
section," he added. 

(Posted on 30th October)  
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of floods. 

The Bagmati flood management 
scheme, which would cost Rs.6.03 
billion, is expected to make 1.5 
million hectares flood-free. 
Floodwaters have in-undated 21 of 
the state's 38 districts this year, 
mostly in the northern areas, 
bordering Nepal, affecting 25 
million people and rendering 
thousands homeless. 

The state government has also 
decided to pay compensation of 
Rs.4,000 per hectare to farmers 
who lost 60 percent of their 
standing crops.

(IANS)
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